2win custody, but son has vanished

: — ———————".  DEBBIE AND THE CHILD'S father married the follow-
_ BySTEWARTAINmADONALDFLYNN. | ° ' ing September, and by then slready hed Liunched a legal
“The system stinks,” a 21-year-old Long Tsland mother -battie to get the child back: Russini argued that, as the Jegal s
complained yesterday as-she-and trer husband continned ¢ father, his permission. was needed for adoption and that he &
frustrating searchfor the 2-year-old son they wonback in 4, _Devergaveit . : R ST
. custady battle, but who has vanished with his adoptive - In Nevember 16879, Queens Family Court Judge Kevin .
Cparents, ' v Tl T Tl iAo - Fogarty ruled that the Smileys must surrender the child, _
T . *We have no idea shere-they are or where.the baby is,” -£ven though it was “a greatiragedy” for all concerned. The 3 -
. said ‘Debibie- Gardner Russini- of ‘Westbury; L1, who has ‘Smileys lost appealsto the Appellate Division and the state
. .made the story public- because she said she doesm't fmow . Court #f Appesls and were directed to hand the ¢hild over -
. what -else $o.-do. Sunday was the second birthday of her -ouJune®,1880,. . : o 7o oiees o b - E
- missing §on, whoiii she and her husband, Anthony, know:as ~ - ““When we-got tathe (Smileys’) houseto pick up.the child, ¢ -
' Anthony Foseph Russind Jr. T L A there was- nobody -there” - Debbie said yesterday. . “1-was -
* " “The missingboy was named Matthew.Jason Smiley by his - shockédandangry®- - e Tl T .
. adoptive pareats, Barry and Judith Smiley, “formerly. of - :Smiley, « former assistant deputy director of the city’s 2
e Reiates. Queens, who quit their jobs; sold their  Department of Persommel; and his wife, who worked for the &
‘home-and venished when prdered to-returmrthe childto the . Tity's Pepartment-of Labor Relations, had sold their home,

i L e _.;qultﬁleir}oi)sandvanished._ U -

. “The poignant story :began March 8, 1979, when- Debbie “The Russinis hired private investigators, who traced the
" gave birth- while unmarried and pot -up the- child for SmileystoIsrasl and then back to the United Sates, but the
. adoption. She.says that aithough the did not-want to giveup -whereabouts of their son and -his adoptive parents -is not
; the ¢hild, she wes under pressure from her parents atthe kngwn now. An .arrest warrant has. been issued for the



